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Question: Do you believe that immigration and border security are major homeland security issues? Why? If immigration and border security is a national concern, what do you think about states taking immigration matters into their own hands?
Yes. Immigration is a significant threat to the security of the citizens of the United States. The primary function of the Department of Homeland Security is to protect the U.S. border from the illegal movement of weapons, drugs, contraband, and people with malicious intentions. Global migration has progressively been observed from the international and national security perception in western nations after the start of the war on terrorism. The US has some kindness for immigrants who entered the nation unlawfully and the country is less relaxed to single out for penalty or deportation individuals who are working hard and also abiding by the country’s laws. Also, Homeland security has to ensure legal protection of trade and travel activities for the prosperity of the country and its national sovereignty. Since its inception, the DHS has, up to date, spent US$ 333 billion in protecting the country by carrying out immigration enforcement (AIC, 2021 and DHS, 2021). Questions keep rising of the necessity of paying such massive amounts of money in controlling immigration activities. Well, that is why the agency was created. It is denied funding, the DHS will be crippled, and threats at the border may increase.  For such reasons, states like Texas have taken matters into their own hands to control immigration activities and enhance border security. 
In a political event, the governor of Texas pointed out that there are high illegal activities at the border crossing checkpoints. He declared this a state disaster, and the relevant agencies should take immediate actions to cub uncontrolled immigration and enforce the law (Chishti et al., 2021). Although immigration remains a national political issue, state governors have taken control of their borders to control the high rate of undocumented immigrants in their states. The national policies about border security and immigration have little or no impact at ground level. Texas governor points out that the federal government laws and procedures facilitate the expansion of legal protection of dreamers who come into America as children and become permanent citizens who challenge the American way of life. Therefore, I fully support the take about states taking immigration matters into their own hands. 
Also, enforcement of border security is not enough to curb the problems of immigration in the United States of America. Reports from the U.S. Border Patrol Statistics indicate that a person dies every day at the border (AIC, 2021). it makes the border an unsecured place for immigrants. This has been promoted by states trying to take over the control of borders at their state level. The national government has shifted its attention from securing the border to the reigning cost of border enforcement. The budget for enforcing immigration keeps increasing. It is taxpayers’ money being used to cater for immigration enforcement instead of border security. Despite meeting the benchmarks of border security, the cost of immigration continues to grow. It is, therefore, time for state governments to take over the control of border security and curb immigration to reduce these unnecessary costs. 
Relying on the Federal government through the Department of Homeland Security to protect the U.S. border might be a dream for American citizens. Texas offers a good example by taking matters into its hand to protect its citizens. The priority of any government is to protect its citizens from severe damage, imminent threat, and loss of life and property from both artificial and natural disasters. If the citizens are unaware of a tragedy that has occurred, then that government has failed. Being assertive about immigration laws has enabled lawmakers in Texas to regulate immigrants and immigration activities at the border. Law enforcement agencies like Border Patrol, DHS, and courts have allowed the Staes to participate in immigration enforcement policies. With the support, immigration issues have become polarized, and the sharper political overtones have kept things in control. 
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